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TO BE ADDED TO THE PUBLIC RECORD

RE: Retention of Outside Counsel to Defend Private Developments

Honorable Members of the City Council:

As a property owner and tax payer I object to the use of public funds to defend private developments in CEQA 
related lawsuits. As City Attorney’s report (R14-0431) reveals, "the City has rarely asserted its right to an 
applicant-funded defense.”

Why is this the case? And, why would the remedy be to hire outside counsel?

The real answer comes in two parts

1. The City must stop issuing permits for projects that are not in compliance with State and local laws, then 
there won’t be a need to defend your developer friends

2. Hire permanent City staff attorneys if you need more help, then charge it back to the developer—like you 
should have been doing all along. There is no need for outside counsel.

The City's all-too-comfortable relationship with developers, and its willingness to systematically bend or break 
nearly every law, rule and guideline that it has put into place, is what has fueled PRIVATE CITIZEN opposition 
to the absurdly inappropriate and dangerous projects that have been approved— even in the face of abundant 
evidence suggesting extreme caution should be applied.

Since you have “rarely asserted” your right to collect on the defense of PRIVATE DEVELOPER projects, why
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should I believe that you will now do so? How are these “reimbursement contracts” to be enforced? Since you 
admit you don’t currently collect, who is going to be handling that and where will that public information be 
available? I see no controls or assurances in place for this proposal, which in itself is worrisome.

Hiring “private guns” to battle valid citizen complaints is a supreme injustice that undoes the very fabric of a 
democratic public process. Please DO NOT approve contracts for outside defense of Private Developers in 
Real Party (average Citizen) litigation. Instead, fix the system that provokes the litigation!

Thank you for your consideration of this very important issue.

Jennifer Deines

East Sunset Hillside Association 

Angeleno Heights, Council District 1

Sharon Gin
City of Los Angeles
Office of the City Clerk
213.978.1074
Sharon.Gin@lacity.org
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